[image: image1.jpg]“ o
Unlleash the'@

& sitive ¢





Tip of the Quarter – October to December 2008
POSITIVE REINFORCEMENT OBEDIENCE TRAINING IS IMPORTANT

Obedience training based on positive reinforcement accomplishes many things.  It builds a trusting relationship between dog and owner, provides rules and boundaries, teaches the dog that only acceptable behaviors are rewarded, and teaches the human how to encourage and reward the acceptable behaviors.  

Through our actions, dogs learn which behaviors will earn rewards.  If we reward bad or unacceptable behaviors, the dog will continue to repeat that behavior.  For example, if your dog barks and you start talking to him and petting him to calm him down, you have just rewarded the behavior of barking.  

Instead of rewarding the behavior of barking, ask the dog to sit.  When the dog is sitting calmly and focused on you, say "good" and reward the dog with petting or a small treat.  If you consistently apply this technique, you will teach your dog that it is more rewarding to sit than to bark.

Done properly, positive reinforcement based training brings out the best in you and your dog.  Instead of constantly telling your dog "no" and telling him what he can't do, you learn to teach him what he can do.  It is fun and will help you better understand and communicate with each other.

