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Tip of the Month – September 2008

Socialization teaches your puppy to confidently face new people, places, and things.

Puppies who are well socialized turn into adult dogs who are better equipped to handle "scary" situations, will be better companions, and will be less likely to be act out in an aggressive way.

A FEW WAYS TO SOCIALIZE YOUR PUPPY
 
1.  Expose your puppy to many different people.
Examples - short people, tall people, people wearing hats, men with    beards, people in uniform, babies

2.  Expose your puppy to different floor/walking surfaces.
Examples - carpet, tile, linoleum, hardwood, grass, concrete

3.  When your puppy is exposed to loud noise, don't react in a negative way.  Laugh or encourage the puppy to continue walking. When your puppy startles and then recovers, praise the puppy lavishly and then move on.

4.  Don't reinforce fear in your puppy by using baby talk, picking him/her up, or coddling when your puppy experiences something "scary."  Resist the urge to do these things and instead, say "no big deal" and encourage the puppy to continue walking or playing.  When the puppy recovers, praise the puppy lavishly and then move on.

5.  Take your puppy to different places to let them experience a lot of new things. 
Examples - car rides, vet visits, groomer visits, a friend's house, the pet supply store, and the nieghbor's house 

Remember to make regular visits to your veterinarian to be sure your dog is properly vaccinated and protected from disease and parasite.
For more information about these tips, please call Laura Clawson at 770-871-8656 or e-mail laura.clawson@unleashthepawsitive.com.

