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TIP OF THE QUARTER -PROMOTING PET SAFETY AND AWARENESS WITH CHILDREN

Teaching the children of of our community to respect and relate safely to animals could save lives, both human and canine.

How do we teach respect and safe animal handling with children? Start with teaching kids the A, B, C's of petting a strange dog: (A) Ask, (B) Back of hand, and (C) Chin.

Ask - Always ask the person with the leash if you may pet the dog. Not all dogs like strangers and some are afraid of children. The owner will know if the dog is friendly, so don't be offended if the person says no.

Back of hand - After getting permission to pet the dog, make a fist and slowly put your hand forward to let the dog smell the back of your hand. Dogs have a powerful sense of smell that they use to learn about people and the world around them.

Chin - Once the dog smells your hand, slowly turn your hand over and scratch the dog right under the chin. Most dogs will enjoy this much more than a pat on the head. Having a strange hand pat them on the head can be scary.

Children should also be taught not to approach a strange dog that is running loose. Not all dogs are friendly to strangers and many have not been properly introduced to children, which may make them fearful.

Another way to educate children about animals is to start them off by taking your puppy to puppy training classes. Unleash the Pawsitive Dog Training offers a Puppy Kindergarten class for puppies aged 8 to 16 weeks and welcomes children from the age of 6 years and up to attend classes with their parents.

Children attending these classes will learn to teach their puppy basic obedience skills, such as sit and come, as well as how to use both people friendly and dog friendly methods when dealing with problem behaviors such as nipping, jumping, and barking.
TO REGISTER or LEARN MORE about classes at Unleash the Pawsitive Dog Training, contact Laura Clawson at (770) 871- 8656 or via email at: laura.clawson@unleashthepawsitive.com. 
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