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Tip of the Month – August 2008

"Sit" is a very important cue for your dog to know and practice everyday.  Below are some practical times to ask your dog to sit.

-  Ask your dog to sit when someone knocks at the door.  If the dog is sitting, he's not jumping up on your guests.

-  Ask your dog to sit when you give him a treat and be sure his butt stays on the floor.  If the dog is sitting, he's not jumping up to rudely take the treat from your hand.
     -  If the dog's butt leaves the floor, say "uh-uh" or "too bad" and
        immediately remove the treat.  
     -  If the dog corrects himself and sits back down, praise him by saying 
        "good" or "yes" and give him the treat.

-  Ask your dog to sit when you are putting on the leash.  If the dog is sitting, he's holding still while you're attaching the leash.

-  Ask your dog to sit before you go outside.  If the dog is sitting, he's not dashing out the front door.

-  Ask your dog to sit whenever greeting people.  If the dog is sitting, he's not jumping up on them.

Remember to praise your dog when he's being good.  Dogs will repeat behaviors that are rewarded.

For more information about these tips, please call Laura Clawson at 770-871-8656 or e-mail laura.clawson@unleashthepawsitive.com.




